
A brief history of Bergzicht farm no. 105, Windhoek – written by Hendrik Johannes du Plessis
The farm is located approximately 22km east of Dordabis and spans 4973 hectares. It was previously

owned by M.C. Coetzee. 
In the Dordabis area, it was customary to issue checks for payment of piecework. The receiver of revenue

often exchanged the check at the Dordabis store before coming to make purchases, which sometimes
resulted in the store holding onto old, paid checks from the owner.

As a result, the store accumulated several checks from the owner, and all attempts to collect the money
failed. Eventually, I drove to the owner to discuss the matter in person, where I received yet another

round of promises. After a while I returned and suggested that the owner give me a few head of cattle.
The owner agreed, and we took a ride around the farm.

Bergzicht was surrounded by mountains and hills to the north, northwest, and south. It was otherwise flat,
but beautiful. Upon arriving at the house, I turned to my wife, Lida and my mother-in-law, who were

visiting, and said, "This is the first farm I'm going to buy."
Time passed on, and Michiel, joined the military, where he sadly lost his life. He was unmarried, and

therefore the farm was inherited by his brother, Carel Coetzee.

However, it was not long before Carel’s neighbouring farm (from his original farm), Bildah came up for
sale, and Carel decided that Bergzicht was too far away and put it on the market.

One day in 1979, I was in Windhoek on business when Carel arrived at the store in Dordabis to tell my
wife that he wanted to sell Bergzicht because it was too far away for him.

Typically, I would fill up my truck with gas upon arriving from Windhoek and then unload my goods. That
day I got out of the truck, and my wife had the key to the pump. I couldn't remember for sure, but I don’t

think she even greeted me. Then she said, "Do you want to buy a farm?" and I replied, "First give me a
chance to catch my breath!"

She then told him the story, and that evening, we discussed our options. It turned out that we had to take
a chance, so I called Carel and asked to meet with him.

We quickly drove over, and Carel asked R30 per hectare for the 4973 hectares, which amounted to
R150,000. I knew we could get around with R80,000 without too much trouble, but I needed to come up

with the rest…
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So we went away to make plans because I had taken an option for 14
days. Carel needed to sell Bergzicht to buy Bildah, and time was short. I

came up with a new plan almost every day until I finally said to Carel,
"We'll buy it!"

After we signed the purchase agreement, I worked out the rest of the
details, and when it was time to pay in 1980, I was able to do so.

That is more or less how things went down. Hannes had a place reserved
for him at the University of the Free State in Bloemfontein, but when it

looked like we were going to buy Bergzicht, he refused to go to
Bloemfontein and said he was only going to Neudam (which is the

Namibian Agricultural College). And so, it was.








